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Getting Started with Writing Prompts 

Presenter, Dr. Erik Jacobson 
Location: Bloomfield Public Library, Conference Room 

Thursday, October 9, 2025, 11:00 am – 12:30 pm 
 
 
Presenter’s biography: 

Erik Jacobson is a Professor in the Department of Teaching and Learning at Montclair 

State University. Over his career in adult basic education, he has worked as a teacher, a 

researcher, and a consultant. He is on the board of the New Jersey Association for Lifelong 

Learning and a volunteer English teacher at Make the Road New Jersey. He is particularly 

interested in how students and teachers make connections between their work and their 

interests outside of the classroom. 

 

Workshop description: 

Students often say that they don't know how to get started when it comes to writing. Rather 

than looking forward to expressing themselves or enjoying being creative, opportunities to 

write can make students feel anxious. Of course, they are not alone in this. Many adults 

struggle to tap into the joy of writing they might have had when they were younger. To 

counter this, tutors/teachers have long used writing prompts as a way to warm up and explore 

ideas in a more manageable format. In this workshop, participants will be provided with 

sample prompts and time to write. We will then discuss what makes for a good prompt. All 

are welcome to come and write! 


