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The Insider 
 
Greetings LVA Family, 
 
For an adult struggling to learn to speak, read or write 

English, seeing your words appear in print can be a tremendous 
boost to your confidence. That’s precisely what happened to 
LVA student authors Barry Batts, Beralia Briceno, Fernanda 
Contreras, and Clifford Henry, along with students of other 
Essex County Consortium organizations. Their stories and 
poetry are featured in the newly-published book, “Journey Near 
and Far, A Collection of Memoirs, Poetry and Intrigue,” by 
Hard Ball Press. 

 
Barry and other students will read and discuss their work at 

Essex County College on Thursday, May 18, from 10 am to 12 
noon, at the college’s 3rd Floor Green Area Snack Bar. “Journey 
Near and Far” can be purchased through Amazon and 
hardballpress.com. A limited number of copies will be 
available for sale at the event. Congratulations to Barry, whose 
writing also appears in the 2016 NJALL Learner Writing 
Contest magazine “INSIGHT,” and to all of the other authors! 

 
Maritza Chang is on fire! The Peruvian native, winner of 

LVA’s Essex County Student of the Year award last year, was 
honored by Literacy New Jersey last month with a “Student 
Excellence Award.” Her story is featured in Essex News Daily, 
Belleville Patch, and on Page 4 of this e-newsletter. 

 
Strongly-worded ‘President’s Message’ from David Kring in 

NJALL’s Spring 2017 newsletter: https://goo.gl/F33GUe   
Hope to hear more at NJALL’s annual conference May 19. 
Only one day left to register, by the way. Details at 
www.njall.org 

 
In the News 

 
To view the following stories, copy and paste the highlighted 

website into an internet search bar. 
 

‘New NJDOE podcast focuses on English Language Learner 
education,’  Education Week https://goo.gl/W5zTam 
 
‘Adult education leaders working to increase career readiness 
for America’s adults meet with new Education Secretary and 
Congress to seek support,’ Business Wire.  
https://goo.gl/OJnlWf  
 
‘Millburn woman earns ‘Lifetime Achievement’ award from 
literacy group:’ Literacy New Jersey honors Perrine Robinson-
Geller, Millburn Patch.   https://goo.gl/ia2U66 
 
‘Opposing immigration wasn’t always racist,’ Boston Globe.   
https://goo.gl/ug2vzc 

Career	specialist	Dayana	Cabeza	showed	LVA	students	with	
foreign-earned	credentials	how	to	succeed	in	the	U.S.	job	market,	

during	a	student	support	workshop	last	month.	
 

 

Literacy Volunteers of America Essex & Passaic Counties 
 

90 Broad Street, 2nd Floor, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(973) 566-6200, ext. 217 or 225 

 
195 Gregory Avenue, 2nd Floor, Passaic, NJ 07055 

(973) 470-0039 
 

Cristhian Barcelos -Executive Director 
 cbarcelos@lvaep.org 
Russell Ben Ali -Recruitment & Training Coordinator 
 rbenali@lvaep.org 
Jorge Chavez -Data Processing Coordinator 
 jchavez@lvaep.org 
Debbie Graham -Education Coordinator 
 dgraham@lvaep.org 
Mary O’Connor -Trainer & Tutor Support Specialist 
 moconnor@lvaep.org 
Marisol Ramirez -Student Coordinator 
 mramirez@lvaep.org 

The Insider, the monthly newsletter of LVA Essex & 
Passaic Counties, will keep you in the loop on all of the 

organization’s upcoming events. 
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Getting to Know Us 

Damian, LVA student 
  

Damian is rapidly checking off items on her list of personal goals. 
There’s reading, there’s writing, and there are dreams, like this: Early 
next year, the LVA basic literacy student will be a published author. 

 
That’s the result of the honorable mention award she received for her 

entry in the 2017 NJALL Adult Learner Writing Contest. Winners, like 
Damian, will have their work published in the organization’s annual 
magazine, “INSIGHT.” 

 
It is the result, as well, of Damian’s meticulous work with tutor 

Margaret Valentine, with whom she meets for four hours each week. “I 
am hungry to learn,” Damian said. 

 
Damian lived in Jamaica where she said she was pushed along the 

school system through the 8th grade. “I didn’t grasp anything at all, but 
they let me go through,” she explained. A short time later, she enrolled 
in a trade school where she learned to sew, cook, and babysit.   

 
At age 14, she left Jamaica and moved in with an aunt in New 

Jersey. She took a job as a babysitter, still not knowing how to read 
and write. Eventually, she said she made some hard decisions about 
her future.  

 
. “I said, ‘Ok, I need to do something about myself,’ ” she recalled. 

She found little help in evening classes she enrolled in, then made her 
way to Literacy Volunteers of America. That’s when things started to 
click. “I am on the journey now,” she said. 
 

So far, the journey’s led to a real improvement in literacy and to a 
job with the Glen Ridge Board of Education, where she assists pre-k 
and kindergarten students in an aftercare program. “My job is 
awesome!” Damian exclaimed. “I get to do projects, crafts, read, and 
help with homework.” 

 
Her enthusiasm and energy seem endless, and they’ve undoubtedly 

helped her past some of life’s obstacles, among them a serious health 
issue. “I had a kidney problem but did not let it hold me back,” she 
said. “I scheduled my dialysis so it did not affect my classes.” After a 
long wait, Damian’s name finally came up on the transplant list and 
soon she was in surgery. “I got a kidney transplant and am back in 
class again,” she said, quite matter of factly. “I wasn’t going to let my 
sickness define me.” Add another big checkmark to Damian’s list. 

 
Tutor Support Workshop 

 
“Using Age Appropriate Books in Adult 

Literacy,” 
with Perrine Robinson-Geller 

Bloomfield Public Library, 2nd Floor Boardroom 
90 Broad Street, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
Tuesday, May 16, 2017, 1:00-3:00 pm 

Tutors please RSVP 
 
 

Tutor Training Workshops 
 

Clifton Public Library -trainer TBA 
292 Piaget Avenue, Community Room A 

Clifton, NJ 07011 
Saturdays, 1:00-4:15 pm 

June 17, 24, July 1, 8, & 15, 2017 
 

Bloomfield Public Library -by Nina Peyser 
90 Broad Street, 2nd Floor Boardroom 

Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12:00-3:00 pm 
September 7, 12, 14, 19, 26, & 28, 2017 

 
Montclair Public Library -by Mary Kao 

50 South Fullerton Avenue, Literacy Room 
Montclair, NJ 07040 

Saturdays, 12:15-3:45 pm 
October 7, 14, 21, 28, & November 4, 2017 

 

Damian, an LVA student in Essex County, has overcome 
serious obstacles on the path to literacy.  

Literacy opens a wide door to life. Help us keep that 
door open with your donation! 

 
Thanks in large part to you, we are able to aid hundreds of 

students each year. Please continue your efforts to improve the 
lives of others by giving the gift of literacy. You can contribute 
through our website –  http://www.lvanewark.org/donatetolva/ 
or by mailing us a check. 
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Getting to Know Us (cont.) 

Paul Lieberman, LVA tutor 
 

To watch Paul Lieberman 
in action, the way he 
commands the attention of a 
group of adult ESL students 
each week, is like watching a 
teacher with tons of 
experience. But a year ago he 
had none.  

 
“I never taught before,” Paul said. “I saw the notice in the 

newspaper and thought it might be something I’d like to do. I 
went to the training program and the trainer said, ‘Look, don’t 
be worried. You can do it.’ I have been at it almost a year now 
and I think I got as much out of the lessons as my students. 
They have come along quite nicely.” 

 
Perhaps his success as an LVA tutor at the Bloomfield Public 

Library is the result of his work ethic, a trait he developed as an 
entrepreneur. He ran a family business started by his 
grandfather in 1910 and he kept it thriving until his 2015 
retirement. Or his honesty, another requirement for a business 
with a loyal base of customers. 

 
Or maybe it’s that he demands that students speak English 

whenever possible, not just in the library. “If they have 
children, I encourage my students to have their children speak 
to them in English,” Paul said. “For example, one student 
works at a nail salon in Montclair and I encourage her to ask 
her customers to speak to her in English. This gives her 
practice in speaking and the clients an opportunity to feel good 
about themselves by helping someone. It is a win-win 
situation.” 

 
Whatever drives him, it’s working; his students are making 

progress. 
 
Paul is as conscientious about learning as he is teaching. He 

is a return student in Montclair State University’s OLA (Older 
Learning Adults) program, a reduced tuition program for New 
Jersey residents 65-years and older who have lived in state for 
at least five years. 

 
 Currently, he is taking classes in state and local government, 

constitutional law, and Middle East studies. In addition, he is in 
a training program to become a court advocate for domestic 
violence victims. “I am taking this to learn what domestic 
violence is, how to recognize it, and hopefully help someone 
who may be a victim.” 

  
  

 “Ted Talks:  How I learned to read - and trade 
stocks – in prison,” CCT News 

By Kevin Jensen, April 27, 2017 
 
One	day	he	grabbed	for	the	sports	page	of	the	newspaper	so	his	

cellmate	 could	 read	 it	 to	 him.	 Accidentally,	 he	 picked	 the	 stock	
page.	 This	 was	 how	 he	 came	 to	 learn	 where	 folks	 save	 their	
money.	It	gave	him	hope	but	he	needed	to	learn	how	to	read	and	
write. 
 

Curtis “Wall Street” Carrol gives an inspiring narration on how 
he came about to earning right from the walls of prison. 

 
The first crime 
He recalls an encounter that led him to a juvenile facility as a 14-

year-old boy. He was trying to steal an arcade game when the 
watchman caught up with him, maybe because the book was too 
heavy. After being released to his mother’s custody, the first 
question from his uncle was how he could allow himself to get 
caught. 

 
He grew up in a family deeply addicted in cocaine. He grew up 

with the intuition that money was the king. The fact that he could 
neither read nor write gave him the impression that crime was his 
only way out of poverty. 

 
He did not care about the society, especially after seeing his 

mother sell her blood for $40 in order to fend for her kids. He had 
to get money by whatever means necessary. At 17, he was arrested 
for murder and robbery. This was another learning moment, money 
rules in prison more than in the streets so he had to join. 

 
One day he grabbed the sports page of the newspaper so his 

cellmate could read it to him. Accidentally, he picked the stock 
page. This was how he came to learn was where folks save their 
money. It gave him hope but he needed to learn how to read and 
write. 

 
Reprinted from cctvnews.com  Full story: https://goo.gl/Uo1lUN 

Learning a new culture is more than studying a language. 
Tutoring is more than learning techniques. Our ‘Resources’ 
page covers everything from legal matters, health care, & 
scholarships for immigrants, to professional development for 
tutors. Give us a look @: 

http://www.lvaep.org/students.html 
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Literacy New Jersey 
Literacy for Life 2017 Awards 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s nearly 2 a.m. and there are way better places to unwind than a dining room chair in your apartment, eyes glued to the English 

textbook in your lap. But, for Maritza Chang, there’s no better time or place for an immigrant mom bent on becoming fluent. “The kids are 

sleeping and there are no interruptions,” said Maritza, a child psychologist from Lima, Peru, and now an LVA student. “It’s better.” The 

grueling hours of study have done well by her. She went from being lost in everyday English conversation to making a presentation in 

English at the NJALL annual conference last year, given on the LVA English-Spanish Language Exchange that she coordinates as a 

volunteer. She was hired to work the front desk at the Bloomfield Public Library, often the first stop for patrons with questions. And she led a 

delicate but firm negotiation with her town’s school district in a campaign to keep her two daughters in their neighborhood school, despite 

the district’s attempt to move them to one designated for ESL students. “The district not only kept the girls in their original school but began 

a small ESL program there, where the girls quickly became fluent in English,” Literacy New Jersey board member Christine D’Agostino 

said, as she presented Maritza with a Literacy New Jersey “Student Excellence Award,” at the organization’s Literacy For Life 2017 

conference last month. 

 
A second Student Excellence Award was presented to Justin Farro, and the Award for Tutor Excellence was earned by Susan George, 

both of Literacy Volunteers of Monmouth County. Literacy Volunteers of Salem/Cumberland won the 2017 Alice M. Leppert Award for 

Outstanding Affiliate Achievement. The Harry Van Houten Award for Lifetime Achievement was presented to Perrine Robinson-Geller, 

former board president of Literacy New Jersey, a much-in-demand workshop presenter, and a lifelong advocate of adult literacy. Nice work 

by all! 


